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May 11, 1994

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU COMMENCEMENT MAY 14
CHARLESTON -- More than 1,300 graduates will participate in Eastern
Illinois University's spring commencement ceremonies at 9 a. m. , 1 p. m. and 5 p. m.
Saturday, May 14, in the Union/ Library Quadrangle (in case of rain, Lantz Gymnasium).
For the first time, Eastern will hold three graduation ceremonies instead of
two to better accommodate graduates and their guests.
Due to limited seating in the gymnasium, family members and guests of the
graduates must have tickets to be admitted if the ceremony is held indoors.
Tickets must be requested by each marching graduate.

For more information

about tickets, call Eastern's commencement office at 58 1-689 2.
The marching order of colleges/schools in the morning ceremony will be the
Graduate School and the College of Sciences.

In the afternoon, it will be the

College of Education and Professional Studies and the College of Arts and Humanities.

In the evening, it will be the School of Adult and Continuing Education ( Board
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of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree) and the Lumpkin College of Business and
Applied Sciences.
Commencement speakers at all three ceremonies will be Eastern President
David Jorns, who will give the charge to the graduates and award diplomas;
Student Body President Luke Neumann of Streator; and Alumni Association Vice
President Jacqueline Clapp of Mattoon, a 1988 Eastern graduate.

Representing

the Board of Governors Universities trustees will be Dr. Mack W. Hollowell of
Charleston in the morning and afternoon ceremonies and Roger Roberson of
Champaign in the evening ceremony.
During the morning ceremony, Glenn Q. Lefler of Gainesville, Fla. , will be
awarded an honorary Doctor of Public Service degree for his contributions to the
field of physics.
Lefler spent most of his career in higher education at Eastern, where he
served as chair of the physics department from 1950 until his retirement in 1970.
During his chairmanship, he contributed to the growth of the department
from two to eleven faculty members and developed and maintained a quality
physics program for undergraduate and graduate students.
At the afternoon ceremony, Robert Barger, professor of secondary education
and foundations, will receive the Distinguished Faculty Award, the university's
highest faculty honor. He will also represent the College of Education and Profes
sional Studies as the faculty marshal in the afternoon ceremony.
-more-
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The Distinguished Faculty Award is given to a faculty member who has been
at the university at least four years and who has displayed outstanding qualifica
tions in teaching, research and service. Selection is made by a committee com
prised of representatives of the faculty, the alumni and the student body.
Barger came to Eastern in 1977 as an assistant professor in the Department
of Secondary Education and Foundations. During his 23 years at Eastern, he has
taught a wide variety of both graduate and undergraduate courses and has done
extensive research in the areas of educational philosophy, educational policy, the
history of education, computer programming and computer ethics.
He is a member of numerous professional organizations and societies at the
national, regional and state levels and is a past president of the Society of Educa
tors and Scholars. He also is a member of numerous university-, college- and
departmental-level committees, many of which he has chaired.
Barger is the recipient of two Faculty Excellence Awards from Eastern and a
Distinguished Research Award from the Illinois Board of Teacher Educators and an
Outstanding Research Award from the Eastern Illinois Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa.
At the evening ceremony, James F. Giffin, EIU professor emeritus, will be
presented an honorary Doctor of Public Service degree for his contributions to the
university, community and profession.
Giffin's 35-year career with the university included that of faculty member in
the business education department and later chairman; founding dean of the
-more-
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Lumpkin College of Business, a position he held for 1 2 years; and faculty member
in the management and marketing department.
The 1946 Eastern graduate chartered the local chapter of Delta Mu Delta
national honorary fraternity in business and served as its national president from
1980 to 1983.

Among his many honors from Eastern are the Livingston C. Lord

Distinguished Service Award and the College of Business Distinguished Faculty
Award as well as recognition as a life member of the President's Club.
O ther honorees will include faculty marshals Roy Meyerholtz and Kaye
Woodward.

Meyerholtz, a member of Eastern's mathematics faculty since 1961,

will represent the College of Sciences in the morning ceremony. Woodward, acting
director of the Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program, will represent
the School of Adult and Continuing Education in the evening ceremony.
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